
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



708 Editors' Table. [July. 

ice-sheet retired. While the deposition of the valley-drift at Lit- 
tle Falls was still going forward, men may have lived there, and 
left, as the remnants of their manufacture of stone implements, 
the multitude of quartz fragments here described. By the con- 
tinued deposition of the modified drift, lifting the river upon 
the surface of its glacial flood-plain, these quartz chips were 
deeply buried in that formation. The date of this valley-drift 
must be that of the retreat of the ice of the last glacial epoch, 
from whose melting were supplied both this sediment and the 
floods by which it was brought. The glacial flood-plain beneath 
whose surface the quartz fragments occur, was deposited in the 
same manner as additions are now made to the surface of the 
bottom-land ; but the flooded condition of the river, by which 
this is done, was doubtless maintained through all the warm por- 
tion of the year, while the ice- sheet was being melted away upon 
the region of its head waters. In spring, autumn, and winter, or, 
in exceptional years, through much of the summer, it seems 
probable that the river was confined to a channel, being of insuf- 
ficient volume to cover its flood-plain. At such a time this plain 
seems to have been the site of human habitations and industry, 
as shown in this paper. 1 After the complete disappearance of the 
ice from the basin of the Upper Mississippi, the supply of both 
water and sediment was so diminished that the river, from that 
time till now, has been occupied more in erosion than in deposi- 
tion, and has cut its channel far below the level at which it then 
flowed, excavating and carrying to the Gulf of Mexico a great 
part of its glacial flood-plain, the remnants of which are seen as 
high terraces or plains upon each side of the river." 
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The preservation of some herds of our larger game in the 

,parks which are under the direction of the National Government 
is an object which has received the approval of various prominent 
persons from time to time. We believe that the constitution of 
the Yellowstone Park Commission contemplates the preservation 
of the game within its borders, but does not provide for the 
maintenance of herds of any size, or for any means of keeping 
them within the limits of the protected territory. It is asserted, 
however, that in point of fact the game is not better protected in 
the Yellowstone park than elsewhere. 

1 Evidence is at present wanting that the quartz-workers revisited this field of 
operations between the abandonment of the quartz stratum and the spreading out of 
the uppermost portion of the terrace-plain. 
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It is well known that the larger game of the far West has been 
long diminishing in numbers. This is especially true of the 
bison, an animal which is unable to escape from its pursuers, and 
which can hardly be called a game animal. The once huge 
Southern herd has been reduced to a few individuals in North- 
western Texas. The Dakota herd numbers only some 75,000 
head, a number which will soon be reduced to zero if the present 
rate of extermination continues. The Montana herd is now the 
object of relentless slaughter, and will soon follow the course of 
the other two herds. When scattered individuals represent these 
herds, a few hunters will one day pick them off, and the species 
will be extinct. 

Let the Government place a small herd in each of the national 
parks, and let the number be maintained at a definite figure. Let 
the excess escape into the surrounding country, so as to preserve 
the species for the hunters. Let herds of moose, elk, big-horn, 
black and white-tailed deer, and antelope, be maintained in the 
same way. Let the Carnivora roam at will ; and in a word pro- 
tect nature from the destructive outlawry of men whose prehis- 
toric instincts are not yet dead. Let the newer instinct of admi- 
ration for nature's wonders have scope. Let the desire for knowl- 
edge of nature's greatest mystery, life, have some opportunity. 
Let there be kept a source of supply for zoological societies and 
museums, so that science may ever have material for its investi- 
gations. By securing the preservation of these noblest of nature's 
works, Congress will be but extending the work it has so grandly 
sustained in the past, in the support of scientific research and the 
education of the people. 

To carry this plan into effect it will be necessary to have an 
efficient corps of foresters and gamekeepers. Any poaching on 
the parks must be punished with exemplary severity by the Uni- 
ted States courts. 
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RECENT LITERATURE. 

The Zoological Record for 1882 1 . — This volume is sixteen 
pages longer than its predecessor. The number of new genera 
and subgenera published in 1882 and recorded in the present vol- 
ume is 1015, as against 1438 of Vol. xvm. The editor adds that 
without the Protozoa, which in the latter comprised 483 from a 

1 The Zoological Record for 1882 ; being volume nineteenth of the Record of Zoo- 
logical Literature. Edited by E. C. Rye. London, John Van V6orst, 1883. 



